The End of the Paleolithic Age

The people of the Paleolithic Age migrated in pursuit of mammoths, moose and other large
animals. The oldest relics in Hokkaido date back 30,000 years to the late Paleolithic Age.

Rise in Temperature and
the Birth of Jomon Culture

As mentioned earlier, this period was also known as the last glacial stage, but from A look into the earth’s history reveals that we are p
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that of the tools found in Hokkaido, it is thought
that humans migrated from the Asian continent
down through Sakhalin Island and into Hokkaido

which formed part of the peninsula in pursuit of
large animals.

On the other hand, apart from this northern route,
microliths were also introduced into the west side of
the archipelago a little later, approximately 15,000
years ago. With the sudden rise in temperature and
environmental changes that were to come, the Jomon
culture was born in the Japanese archipelago, on the
base of precedent microlithic industry.
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lake-like Sea of Japan. Furthermore, as there were so many sea currents running into the Sea of
Japan, overflowing warm currents began to flow through the Tsugaru Strait that separates
Hokkaido and Honshu, and into the Pacific Ocean. One current began to flow south off the east
coast of northern Honshu, and another flowed north of the southeast region of Oshima Peninsula.
The rise in sea level caused by the increase in temperature and the change in the flow of the
currents are important elements when considering the formation of the natural environment of
the Japanese archipelago and the prosperity of the Jomon culture. The steam rising from the
warm currents on the surface of the water turned into rain or snow, and the warm weather and
humidity brought about four distinct seasons. Green forests and rivers started to form in the
mountains, the currents became more active with the rising of the sea level, and the seas became
inhabited with various forms of marine life. The Jomon culture, a hunting, gathering and fishing
society, was born together with the diversifying natural environment.

On a global scale, another freeze known as the Younger Dryas occurred in the North
American and European continents (from 10,900BC to 9,500BC), however, perhaps due to
the fact that it was surrounded by warm currents, it is thought that the Japanese archipelago
was not as severely affected by this as other areas in the northern hemisphere. The warm

currents surrounding the archipelago helped sustain a stable environment, which turned out
to be a very fortunate
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